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THE OPEC SPARE CAPACITY OUTLOOK (K BBL/ DAY)
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Our global oil 
system is operating 
near full capacity
And that can’t last— 
for our wallets or our stomachs.

ISSUE
Today’s 97% capacity 

utilization rate is 
dangerously high

20,000,000 
BARRELS OF OIL
CONSUMED IN THE USA-EVERY DAY
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45% of U.S. corn is 
NOW used to 
make ethanol

10% of U.S. energy 
BUDGET IS NOW 
SPENT ON FOOD

THE 

ISSUE
food for fuel
vs.
fuel for food
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CORN & GAS PRICES ARE CONVERGING
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45% of our corn is now used 
for ethanol
percentage of u.s. corn harvest by end use

Corn & gasoline are 
converging to same energy 
equivalent levels

Cents/energy equivalent gallon

SOURCE: Morgan Stanley



Food travels as much as 

5,000 miles 
to reach U.S. consumers 

AND  IS responsible for 

~5% 

Industrial 
agriculture
ACCOUNTS FOR The overwhelming 
majority of food production in  
the U.S.

of our total 
oil consumption
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THE 

ISSUE



6

A CONNECTION WE CAN 
AFFORD TO BREAK

FOOD SYSTEM
food is an increasingly crucial fuel source 
(e.g. corn and sugar biofuel production) 

oil is a crucial input to our unsustainable 
industrial agriculture system

FUEL SYSTEM
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OUR 

GOAL
Together We Can 
Shape the Future.
The challenges we face today will 
be overcome through increased 
awareness of the problem and 
encouraged innovation toward  
new solutions. We must work 
together, in measures small and 
large, to improve the relationship 
between food and fuel.



U.S. OIL USAGE COULD BE  
REDUCED BY 50% BY 2035
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SUSTAINABLE AMERICA GOAL

DEPT. OF ENERGY PROJECTION

OIL CONSUMPTION: WE CAN IMPROVE

Source: BP Statistical Review, EIA, 
Sustainable America
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INCREASING
FUEL EFFICENCY

ADVANCED
BIOFUELS

ELECTRIC
VEHICLES

NATURAL
GAS

OUR 

GOAL



increase domestic food 
availability by 50%

Source: usda/ nrdc

INDUSTRIAL FOOD PRODUCTION

ALTERNATIVE PRODUCTION

FOOD WASTE

FOOD AVAILABILITY
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reduce food 
waste 

alternative 
farming methods

increase food 
system efficiency & 

productiviTy

OUR 

GOAL



OUR 

FOCUS
FOSTERING CHANGE IN 
TWO PRIMARY WAYS...
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RAISING 
AWARENESS
BY Launching a 
comprehensive public 
education campaign 
on precarious state of 
food and fuel systems, 
SUSTAINABLE AMERICA 
INTENDS TO CommunicatE 
possible solutions and 
motivatE positive behavior 
changes for sustainable 
lifestyles.

SUPPORTING
ENTREPRENEURS
SUSTAINABLE AMERICA 
FOUNDATION WILL Support 
new entrepreneurs and 
investors in sustainable 
food and energy 
innovations. CREATING 
JOBS, human and financial 
capital throughout these 
new industries.
 



A CLOSER LOOK AT 
OUR INITIATIVES

OUR 

FOCUS
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INITIATIVE 1:
Public education campaign to 
raise awareness of food and fuel 
sustainability issues
THE Public is largely unaware of the 
magnitude of this problem.THERE IS A LACK 
OF COMMUNICATION REGARDING THE linkages 
in two unsustainable systems.simple 
and compelling messaging with realistic 
solutions can lead to change IN behavioR.

WHY SUSTAINABLE AMERICA?
*	Refreshing and unbiased voice to dialogue will 

draw new supporters to sustainability issues in 
America

*	Interactive, web-based platform will leverage 
analytical capabilities in food and fuel 
industries

*	Understanding of food and fuel markets will 
ensure that viable solutions are proposed to 
consumers



A CLOSER LOOK AT 
OUR INITIATIVES

OUR 

FOCUS
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INITIATIVE 2:
Support entrepreneurs developing 
sustainable alternatives
Market-driven solutions will result in 
the highest degree of innovation and the 
greatest impact on our sustainability. 
HOWEVER THESE EFFORTS Lack access to the 
talent and advisory supports needed to 
grow their businesses AND THE financial 
capital for development of sustainable 
alternatives.

WHY SUSTAINABLE AMERICA?
*	Well-placed to work on this challenge given 

existing relationships and capabilities in 
business and finance. 

*	Personal experience starting nonprofits 
and for-profits; deep expertise on how these 
markets function. 

*	Willingness to invest in early-stage, high-risk 
ventures in a way that other nonprofits and 
venture capitalists have not or cannot.
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Our future is a 
Sustainable 
America

FOOD FOR THOUGHT. FUEL FOR CHANGE..

WWW.SUSTAINABLEAMERICA.ORG


